
Notes from first Pastoral Council Meeting

May 12, 2021 6-7pm

• Opened meeting with Prayer from Fr. Alonzo

• Discussion of Officer positions and who best to fill those positions.
1.  Attendees felt we needed to open these three positions outside of the current Ministry chairs. 
Chairs are not in position to take on more responsibilities and opening the Council chair, vice-
chair and Secretary to wider parishioner population would encourage better representation of 
entire Parish.
2.  Fr. Alonzo asked all of us to reach out to our ministries and other groups in the next two 
weeks and inform them of Parish Council’s mission and position descriptions for the three Offi-
cers. Forward names to Fr. Alonzo for possible appointments.

• Other ministries to invite on the council were discussed.
1. Youth Representative (From High school group)
2. Legion of Mary
3. Ad Hoc when larger events being planned

• Website Upgrade by Deacon Ron
1.  All agreed that he had done a great job and website was much more user friendly.
2.  Fr. Alonzo read the mission statement he developed with the St. Helen’s Pastoral council and 
asked if we had one for St. Rita’s.  Ron read the one from the website. Fr. asked Ron to send 
both Mission statements to the Council for review and consider writing a new mission statement 
for St. Rita’s using the two statements as our guide.
3.  Ministry Chairs asked Ron, as the website administrator, about the ability for each ministry to 
have Website access to their respective page.  Would allow us to keep our information current 
and advertise events without without having to bother Ron or Fr.  Ron said this was part of his 
site development.

Ministry Updates: Each ministry chair was given the floor:
1. Tony asked Guild to consider purchasing 4-6 new Brute trash cans for our outside events.
Debbie will check with Bill first and then include in next month’s Guild agenda.
2. Debbie updated council on Sunday’s reception for Msgr Cusack and Fr. Stan as well as activ-
ities for the Shrine Rededication on May 22nd. Recap of the Coffee Fundraiser and raffle.
3. Susan discussed the St. Vincent de Paul activities. Huge support from the local Mormon 
church to assist with the food pantry. More requests for assistance with bills, rent, etc than food. 
concerned for their families when Federal support programs are discontinued next month.
4. Wayne discussed Knights events which include a Consecration to the Holy Family in June 
and a June 11th Silver Rose Event to Honor Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
5. Regina discussed Outreach changes. Retirement of the Holiday Food basket program and 
migrating it to the Vail Resources Food Bank. St. Rita outreach to support the VUSD food back-
pack program with emphasis to continue program when school is not in session. Grant written 
and submitted to request funds for supporting this program. New collection box placed in the 
Narthex for monthly requests and also in the bulletin. Collecting school supplies and specific 
food items requested by St. Vincent de Paul.
6. Men’s Bible Study: Discussion of combining the Men’s, Women’s and Adult faith formation 
groups into one “ministry” for the purposes of Council representation.



• Fr. Alonzo Update: Shrine renovation has been completed,  a Finance committee has been 
formed, a building committee has been formed, all volunteers have been moved to a high 
clearance, our campus now has total WIFI coverage and we may have a change in our 
COVID-19 Diocesan protocols in July.

• Next Meeting: July 21, 2021


